


Registration stamp and Small Queen combined on unique cover 


ne of the advan- 
tages of member- 
ship in the Balti- 


more Philatelic Society is 
that one may have the 
opportunity to examine 
rarities that are rarely 
exhibited locally. Such 
was the case with the 
perfin cover from the 
Horace W. Harrison col- 
lection shown at the 
right. 

I not only had the op- 
portunity to examine 
this cover—which was 
shown as part of a mag- 
nificent one-frame exhi- 
bition of Canadian regis- 
tration stamps—but Mr. 
Harrison permitted me 
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to make a photo copy 
of it. 
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Unfortunately the 
word unique is heavily 
overworked in stamp 


of its kind,” 
“matchless,” 
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collecting. Unique ac- 
tually means “only one 
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“sole,” 





“irreplaceable.” Unfor- 





tunately its overuse in 

dealers’ advertising has 

degraded the 
stamp collector 
idea of the con- 
cept. 

There are two 
stamps on the 
“1 cover. The postage 
stamp is a Queen 
Victoria 3¢ issue 
of 1870-1889 (a 
small queen, Scott 
37). This paid the 
postage. In addi- 
tion the registra- 

_| tion was paid with 

the S¢ dark green 

stamp (Scott F2). 

Both stamps are per- 
forated with the initials 
IC/R (Canadian pattern 
I1), used by the Inter- 
colonial Railway. 

Why is this cover 
unique? 

According to Mr. Har- 
rison—and Jon Johnson 
and Gary Tomasson’s 
Canadian perfins cata- 
log—this is the only per- 
fin known on registra- 
tion stamps! 
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